SCHOLARSHIP STORY

Upenda MNygewi takes ane step at
atime, frarm her struggles and jows
greaning up in Targaniato her trisls and
triumnhs as & new Canadian.

Since landing an Canadian sail in 2005,
Upenda has beaten all adds. She knew
ne English and had ne parents. And
wet, she slowly became comfartable

gt her schaol and jeined the waluntesr
cluba, Itwas her ‘idol” and teacher, s,
Furchak at Jarmes Fowler High, along
with other suppartive teachers, wheo
encouraged her to apply for the Yerna
Hart Tanle Legaay Award, which she
received in 2009,

The Verna Hart Toale Legacy fwvard is
a scholarship providing at-risk young

wisrnen with financial suppart and
encauragement ta pursue past-
secondary education. Verna Hart was
a warman wha believed that education
could transfarm lives She would have
been praud of Upende, wheis now
studying Kinesialogy at the University
of Lethbridge, After gradusting,
Upendeowants te visit family in
Tanzaniz. Her long term goal is ta
live in Canada, cwn her s
home and car and start a
tamily. And ohyes, she wants
to become a teacher just like
s Kurchak; @ step in the right
direction far a yaung warman
wha's walked a long journey

Tha fellowing is an sxwarpt

from Upznde’s winning sssay
"Ag the Werld Turns™

"Bva iz my best friends daughter
and she iz leaming to take her first
steps fs | watch Bra, | feel lam
much like her lwas bom in Car

g3 Salaam, Tanzania. In my grade
seven year | lost beth my parents
and mened to Kilimanjars where
my grandmother lived. | left family
friends and everything kehind It
wias extrernely hard. Eventually my
aunt and uncle adopted me and my
siblings ancwe mowved to Calgany in
2005 But the struggle started again
| started schaal just ane wesk after
artival. | eould net speak English
and | thought my warld was coming
to an end. | cried for almast 3
month. | wanted to fhy back to
Tanzania but | had nawings, Soon

| started to adopt the culture and
[ifestyle. | cauld not have dene it
withaut the caurage and suppatt

af my new friends In Canada.
Whenevar | felt like giving up they
tald me "atew more steps Penda.’
lustlike BEva, | am putting one foot
in frant of the ather Vifith each step
| feel claser to sucesss
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