Crperation Cormnrmunication
at Emily Follenshes School
offers & way for

challenged students
ta vocalize their
needs and
feelings. Ermily
Faollensbes
Sehool serves
and teaches
walng
students
with multiple
disahilities -
physical, cognitive,
developmental and
emaotional. Cperation
Cammunication is a program that
uzes avariety of differant devices
that allew non verbal studentstobe
able to "speak.” In Algis Grajauskas’
classraom, the students start small and
wiath tewards their independence.

" 2ur goal is to improve the student’s
ahility to carmmunicate,” savs Algis.
Algis and his team first establish 2 way
to communicate “yes” and “no” based
an the student’s limited mavement;

far yaung student Sam, far examgle,
"ves” i3 a deliberate blink and "no”

o Educaticnibdaters

iza head shake. Fram there, students
meve an to hard apy sommunication
books. The books have pages full of
symbols that students navigate with
the help of an interpreter. With Algis’
help, Sam blinks and shakes his way
ta saving Hannah Montana is his
favaurite TV shew.

Cnee students have mastered the
communication boaolk, they can move
on tothe Cywnawos cammunication
gystern. Dynavox is a camputer with
the same symbials and phrasssthat
students san use independently.

By clicking the awitch at her elbow,
student Shanzay was able ta
intraduce herself and ask visitars
their favourite calours.

With the grant fram Educationhatters
to purchase a few Cynavax systems,
the schaol was able ta teach their
students hew tause it, thus qualifying
thermn for future government funding
ta purchase maore of the technalogy.

“The device daesn’t require that
sarmeane intervens an behalf of the
student,” savs Algis. "They get ta
figure aut what warks best on their
eanrn wihich is sa impartant ta their

independence and their quality of life,”

"|_ rreta girl on a schiool b_-and and
chair trip 1o the Expo Words Fairin

“Spolans, Washington in 1574 Wie

hung outa nd goofed amundand
vahen we got home, stwned dating.
The aratest connection | rrade in
school was mesting rw wite Warcn.
Wiz =till ke geat music together,
afterall these veams!”

—DrGene Edworthy
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