gﬁpectatiojns

Raising a child and going to
school are each full time jobs,

o Educaticnibdaters

but somehow the students at the
Lowise Drean Centre, like Ashley and
Lani, manage to do both, Louize Dean
is an innovative school that prevides
pregnant and parenting teen girls with
the extra support they need to finish
high schaal,

“Ewery ane of the girls here is
inspiring,” says Louise Dean’s Principal
Brenda English. “Tw ke in high schaal
and be pregnant or parenting, to
create success for yourself and raise

a child... its above and keyond what
most people can accomplish.”

Ta help students graduate, the schoaol
uses & wrap around service madel
where each student is paired with an
educatar, a sacial warker and a3 health
tefessianal ta ensure the student and
her child have the assistance needed
to maintain emational, mental and
physical wellbeing and improve the
student’s academic achievernent. Many
of the extracurricular programs and
enhancements make the difference
between graduation and dropping aut.

Ashley's bean invalved in many
programs including ane that
addresses issues of self discavery
and personal empowerment.

“Its an oppartunity for trust building
and coming to terms with how hard life
has been,” says Lavise Dean student

Ashley MeDanald, “Peaple think we'd
all ke really clase hecause it's an all
gitls” school, butwe all have bakies
sathera’s na time. It's nice ta have a
chance to talk and tell vour stary®

Ashley now shares her stony st
different junior and senior high schools
thraughaut the city in the hopes of
preventing other

)
students fram
becoming Lowize Baan Cantra
teen parents. programs fundad

: i 2009
Lani newver
thought she + Peer Leadership &
complete schaal, Suppart Program
Her life ha.s + Emergeney
been @ series of tudent Supperts
challenges both
on and off the + Tutal Badly
Ve Bl i e Abkh Wellness Centre
least aof which is s Discevering Your

thefact that shes  Cpportunities Project
a young mather

of twa children: Blaze and Elise. But
thanks ta the Louise Dean Centre

far never giving up an Lani, she was
beaming when she tried an her grad

dress far the first time.

“The funding that Educationhatters
and its denars have provided has
expanded the quality of life for cur
students,” says Brenda. "It guing ta
make an impact an the future of

GUr earrmunity.”
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