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AT futur

o Education b thars

Who are the future? Our youth.
How do we snsurs their

future iz bright? Education.

Heow does one oil company support
the youth in the communities it
serves? By investing in sducation.

The Impetial Oil Foundation places

a high priority an support for
Aboariginal yauth sa they will
complete school The Foundation
knowrs the dropaut rate for Akbariginal
students needs to be reduced.
Aboriginal and immigrant youth, the
warkforce of tomorrow, make up 40
per cent of the population.

*2ur facus is primarily on math and
seience education programs, but
when Edusationt atters approached
us about the Calgary Board of
Education’s Abariginal Families
Learning Tagether Literacy program,
we knewr itwas a good fit,” explained
Meanica Samper, President, Impetrial
il Faundation. “The program
cannected an important community
need with aur company’s interests.”

Filoted at Erin Woods Schaal in
2007-2008, the Abariginal Families
Learning Tagether pragram kbrings
tamilies tagether after schaal ta
improve student literacy skills and
te pravide parents/caregivers with
supparts to guide their children
thraugh the learning process. Itsa
win-win situation and its succeeding,
Students’ reading levels went up an
average of one grade level in year
ane. Parents in the program also
praised the quality time far familiss.

“The kids feel
special and share
in something
the parents

are duing. The
SUppREr Was
great and we
had a chance

to talk to ather
tamilies. The kids
were learning and were

happy” (a parent testimanial in the
2008-200%F pragram)

The Imperial il Faundatizn
camriitted $20,000 aver twa years
to support the proagram. The Burns
Mernatial Fund alss pravided 2 seed
grant. Their donation helps develop
culturally specific learning materials,
conver the cost of meals, elder gifts,
transpartation and caregivers far the
yaunger children.

*Educationi atters identified the
need. They are purposeful in the wark
they da far students ” says Samper,
“Suppotting these Aborigingl students
rakes good business sense and it's
the right thing ta do.”

Cannecting this business to the yvouth
of the future alse makes good sense.
Students will succeed and communities
will becarne mare vibrant.
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